AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
U.S. Application No.: 09/882,247 

REMARKS 

The claims have been amended to further clarify what Applicants consider to be their 
invention. 

Entry of the above amendment is respectfully requested. 



Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, Second Paragraph 

On page 2 of the Office Action, in paragraph 3, claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which Applicants regard as the invention. 

The Examiner indicates that the claim recites "wherein the surface area of the connecting 
lines is larger than said electrodes." but does not specify whether the comparison is between the 
surface area of an individual connecting .me and an individua. electrode or between the total 
surface area of the connecting lines and all of the electrodes on the display panel. For the 
purposes of examination, the claim will be interpreted as a comparison between the surface area 
of an individual connecting line and an individual electrode. 

In response to this rejection, Applicants note that the comparison is between the surface 
area of an individual connecting line and an individual electrode, as the Examiner has interpreted 
the claims. To further clarify this point, Applicants have amended claim 3 to recite that the 
surface area of an individual connecting line is larger than that of an individual second electrode. 
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,„ vtew of the above. Applicants submit that the present claims satisfy the requirements 
of 35 U.S.C. §112. second paragraph. Accordingly, withdrawal of ,h,s rejection ,s respectfully 



requested. 



Art Rejections 

On page 3 of the Office Action, in paragraph 5, clatms 1,4 and 6 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being an.ictpated by Nagayama (5,936,344). Further, on page 4 of the Office 

. , , ■ -> i < ™h 7 are reiected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
Action, in paragraph 7, clatms 2, 3, 5 and 7 are rejectee 

unpatentable over Nagayama (5,936,344) in view of Q.an e. al. (6,339,288). 

The Examiner's posrtion is set forth in detail in the Office Action and will not be repeated 

here for purposes of brevity. 

I„ response to this rejection, Applicants submit that Nagayama discloses forming the 
metal-bus-line 5 with a materia, and thtckness equal to the second electrodes (cathodes, 4. 
Nagayama also discloses the firs, e.ectrodes (anodes) 2 formed of a ma.ena. such as indtum-ttn 

oxide (ITO) having low resistance value. 

However, Applicants submit tha, Nagayama fatls to dtsclose the subject claimed matter 
of clatm 1 that the electrically conductive connecmg lines are lower in resistance than the 

second electrodes. 

Tnu , Apphcants subm,, .hat the present mvcnt.on is neither anticpated by nor obvtous 
u v.. N Jg avama. nor i, , over Naeavama in view of Qtan, and witbdrawai of these 

rejections is respectfully requested. 
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,„ view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this appi.cation are now beheved 

Examiner feels may be best resolved through a persona! or te.ephone interview, the Examiner „ 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned a, the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is dtrected and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Pee and the Pub„ca,o„ Fee, to Depos,, Account No. ,9-4880. Please also cred,, any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202)293-7860 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 




23373 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Date: April 8, 2003 



f- 



Bruce E. Kramer 
Registration No. 33,725 
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APPENDIX 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHA NGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claim 6 is canceled. 

The claims are amended as follows: 

1 (Amended) An organic electroluminescent display panel comprising: 

a substrate including a display panel region having a plurality of organic 
electroluminescent devices [each formed of a plurality of display electrodes and an organic 
material layer, which are stacked]; 

first electrodes formed on the substrate; 

an or ganic material laver formed o n the first electrodes; 

serond electrodes formed on th e organic material layer; and 

a plurality of electrically conductive connecting lines electrically connected to [said] the 
second electrodes and formed in a domain surrounding the display panel region on [said] the 

substrate; 

of the organic eWtrnlnminescent devices is formed of the first electrodes, 
the organic material layer and the s econd electrodes, 

wherein [said] »Hp rfertricallv conductive connecting lines are lower in resistance than 

[said] the second electrodes. 
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2. (Amended) The organic electroluminescent display panel according to claim 1, 
wherein said connecting lines are constituted by electrically conductive thick portions that are 
thicker than said second electrodes. 

3. (Amended) The organic electroluminescent display panel according to claim 1, 
wherein the surface area of [the] an individual connecting [lines] line is larger than [said 
electrodes] that of an individual second electrode . 

4. (Amended) The organic electroluminescent display panel according to claim 1, 
wherein said connecting lines are made of a material that is lower in resistance than a material of 
said second electrodes. 

5. (Amended) The organic electroluminescent display panel according to claim 2. 
wherein a total thickness of said connecting lines and said thick portions is larger than a film 
thickness of said second electrodes [electrode provided on a topmost surface]. 



7 



